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Chanter 4 - Sec tion 2. 

It was just one Hundred and sixty-rive years ago v.. n 
irate -esc 'irginians paid orr a long standing grudge a a ai._ 
the Ohio Indians at Point Pleasant. Ever since the close or 
the French and Indian was. 1763, the Indian Nations wno re¬ 
sented being "sold down the river"by the French', continued to 
pester the frontiersmen by murderous raids and sneaking attacks. 
In lay, 1774, the House of Burgesses authorized the raising 
of an army and no time was lost m getting down to business. 

-sch county already had a well organized militia system. den. 
-narew lewis was given command of the southern wing or the 
army which included -ugusta, Botetourt and Fincastle. Botetourt 
included the Greenbrier Settlements. The troops were massed 
at present Lewisburg. Cept. John Stuart commanded a company 
of thirty-seven men raised from the vicinity or the present 
--ocahontas County. His sergeants were James Donnally, Chas. 
O'Hara, and Karriman Skidmore. Kis musketeers were Daniel 
orkman, Samuel Williams, It*. O'Hara, Robert O'Hara, James 
—ley, Archibald HcDoweU, Tun. Hogan, ,ndre« Gardiner, .uavy 

“ SaUel oUlllvan > Thomas Ferguson, John UcCandles, 

-nomas GiUispie, Henry Lawrence, John Crain, tVo. Dyer, 3d- 

-i ‘h, Jonn Harris, Joseph Currenoe, . illiaia Clendenin, 
1 ' 00per ' Daniel Taylor, Jos. Lay, Jacob Lockhart, Geo. 

- ea * n ' " 0:in 3jrKe ' Oneries Kinnison, '..'illiam Ewing, John 

-'Oberty 

" e ’ an<i ^ os • Campbell. Phe names or these 
oe emblazoned in bronze at ;;erlinton for they had 
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tha honor of engaging in the last colonial pitched battle on 
Virginia soil and at the sane tine, in T . he preliminary battle 
for ..nerican independence. Captain ^tuort's Company nad tne 
honor of being the first to march out of Camp Union (Lewi sour g) 
for the battle front on the Ohio one hundred miles away, Sept.6, 
1774. The rest or the little aray of five hundred rifty men 
followed m four days, and they reacned "the Point” October Sth. 
Before breakfast the next corning the battle was on against a 
superior number of Indians commanded by the famous chief, known 
to the Virginians as Cornstalk. The battle waged furiously 
throughout the day without victory or defeat to eighfcr side. 
Virgil Lewis says, "General Lewis now knew that if the oattle 
was not ended before night settled down upon the riela, it 
would be a night of massacre, or the morrow a dey or great 
doubt, and he resolved to throw a body of men into the rear 
of the Indian army. Me therefore sent three or the most 
renouned companies on the field to execute this movement. 

-.ney were those of Capx. George Mathews, John Stuart, ana 
-van -helby, the latter now commanded by his son, Lieut, 

Isaac ^helby. They were called from the front, then pro¬ 
ceeded up the Kanawha to Crooked Creek, then up Crooked 
-.eek to their destination, and poured a obstructive fire 
upon .he Indian rear”. This coup caused tne Indians to 
etreat. x he battle was ended. Let Pocahontas County 
.ew.le note that their company uuder Captain Stuart helpeo 
deliver «.ne knock out blow. Three of Stuart*s men sur- 
lered wounds during tne battle - ICinnison, William Clendenin, 
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and Thomas Ferguson. Thus did Greenbrier Valley men val- 
llantly aoqult themselves on this first field or battle 
ror American Independence. Had not Gov. Hunnore stopped 
them at t.e Ohio, these Virginians would doubtless eltner 
annihilated the Ohio Indians on their own ground or driven 
tnom out oi' the country. 

(Thla ■.•.os tatcen from on artiole written by A. E. Ewing 
or Grand Sapids, iriohlgan pubUshed ln tno Poo „ honlas ' 
times Gotober, 193 &, ) 


-^e following is a note written 


Times: 


rri 






Naturally, I agree with j.,. Swing's auggestlon or an 
appropriate bronze narher with tne namaa of our Indian fign¬ 
ore thereon. Probably someday we will stir ourselves end 

h ° “ elate4 ‘ ,0n0r - Thor ° 1“ a rub however. e,.d tuat ia 
thUt *‘‘ at ”°* 6abr eoes Pocahontas was divided e- 
..ugusta and hotetour.e counties bach in the time of 

.urusts VOlUtl0n ' 2Verythlng n0rth ° f SKae ° * aa —i.ered 

nr ooiow tnat ° reok Bas —-—- - 

Ing been surveyed until lyes ei.ht 
of drearier i„ lv , . * y88 " ^ 

vreenbrier, ., hUo „ * 83 ,iarrls ° n «« 

preserved, » 0 ^ ° ‘ U3Ut ° f Capt81n Quart's has been 

ioat - w hs„41 : u ;:M;r 0 ot * u ® i,ta °° unty have bean 

Geor «« - offett, ari t ° U * *** "® nt out under Capt. 

H# s P* nt ">oat or the au tV * "Tf ^ ° Uat 01 ' hls aoldlara. 

or 177* repairing tne for. at 
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( The facts concerning the development of this county in the 
last decade of the nineteenth century which were momentous years 
fer Pocahontas Qcunty.) 


In December 1690 a treat snow fell known as the "winter of 
the deep snow;" it lay on the ground to a depth of more than three 
feet, ’Vhile that deep snow’ lay on the ground the late Colonel John 
T. L’cC-raw of Grafton made a visit to this county and purchased the 
farms 3mcwn as liar 1 ins Bottom for a town site, now in own as Kar- 
1 inter, and the county seat of Pocahcntas. 

At the time Cel. hcC-rnw purchased Idarlins Bottom, historic 
Huntersville was the County seat. The purchase cf the town site 
'by Colonel IIcGraw was the first intimation that county people had 
cf a proposed railway development^:. Colonel KcC-raw, who had invest 
largely in lands elsewhere in the county never ceased trying to 
inrerest capitalists in this county and develop it with a railroad, 
his tireless energy was rewarded. The Greenbrier Railway was buill 
and finished xc Ilarlinton in 1901. The Coal and Iron was built 
scon after tc connect with it at Durbin. In two years Pocahcntas 
County changed from being cne of the few counties in the State wit! 
cut a railroad to a county having the greatest railway mileage of 
any county in the state. 

: -^nlir.xcn cegan to improve at cr.ce. It was incorporated at 
-~e April Term of Court, 1900, and held its first election cf 
officers hay 5th 1900. 

~‘ ie ~ lrs ' t newspaper to be published in the county was the 
'ocahcntas Times founded in lf.f'2 P.^crs^nR p«d moved tc 


• r.rl in-con in 1£??2. The Poce.hontaG-/v;as published ir. IL’94 &x 
' imzcrsville and l^ter at J'arlir.ton and ceased to be published 
in 1E95. 

The first telephone to be bviilt in the county v;as the I'.nr- 
lir.ton and Beverly telephone line finished to Ilarlintor. in August 
lOf-r. That sane year telephone lines were built along all the 
principal roads of the county. 

The first Bank to go into business in the county was the Bank 
of liarlinton in 1899 and later in the sane year, the Pocahontas 
Tank v.-as opened. For more than a year these Banks carried in large 
suns of noney by special messengers from, the nearest express sta¬ 
tions fron forty five to fifty seven niles distant, ever lonely 
roads. At the tine of the railroad development the ?ife.t\P"al re¬ 
sources had never been touched. Vast areas of iron ore land in 
the east of the county will some day make Pocahontas County famous 
as an iron field. 

It was discovered in the nineties that Pocahontas County has 
a vast supply of marble which is equal in value to any marble ever 
found in the United States and it will some day be ranked high 
among the marble deposits of the world. It was reported by 
specialists in marble that the Pocahontas Marble was not good. 

The best evidence that we have that the report was false is that 
they could not purchase it. The citizens of Pocahontas County kr.o' 
that they have treasures in Marble Mountain. In this great moun¬ 
tain of marble in Pocahontas County and extending into Pandolph 
County we find white, brown and a beautiful green marble. Yfaen 
the time comes for Pocahontas citizens to develop it, the right 
kind of capitalists will share in it. Capitalists who will not wai 





to take over the great r.arble area and take the county's re¬ 
sources and money to some distant city. Let the shipping point be 
here and by the citizens. 

The bulk of the timber has been taken out and floated down 
the Greenbrier River by the St. Lawrence Boon and Manufacturing 
Company, having removed in this manner a quarter of a billion 
feet of white pine. 

The walnut and cherry have been taken out by rafting on 
the Greenbrier which was once an important industry, rafting 
floods in the river being anxiously watied fcr. 

There were a number cf skillful pilots who cculd thread 
their way with a raft of 50,000 feet of lumber between the recks 
cf this swift river. 
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rlziST TEI.'.jS Ifi LARL1 ?rTOI.’ (Continuation of retort 
for April 3 on the history of L.arlinton) 

The first court «s held under an oak tree on the v/est side of the river 
by Squire G. I.. Zee, The first lawyer to plead is Karlin ton v:as F. J. Snyder ■ 
lotei laryer v.ho lived in Huntersville. L'e wes opposed that day try I. K# !:cClin 


6 e 5et “ iror ‘ Huntersville«to marlinton was l.ela in tr.e lull of id, t; . d , 

ienporary uourt rouse, and old v.ooder. structure v;ap erected. * 

irc judge vts Jud-e A. 7 *. Car.rbell of Konroe Count 3 '. £e -res s greet lawyer 

:ver six feet ts}?, with a heavy black beard, and weighed 315 rounds. 

xre first sheriff of the pcunty Hajor TTilliar. Pcage, lived at Ilarlinton. ' is 

\ 

cuse *ts near Eleventh Street on c ar.:den Avenue. In this house was born Janes A. 
offett who in his lifetime was president of the Standard Oil Company of Indiana. 
The first postraster was Janes Atlee Price. 

rre first student to go to college from this place was Rev. 'william T. Price 

i., A. 1 D. D. 

The first bank v;as the iank of* EArlintcn in 1E99. 

“ e first newspaper was the Pocahontas Times, founded in 1SS2 at Huntersvill 
d moved to Jiarlinton ir. 1592. 

i:e first store was opened cy J. a, A ersLl , . .., e 

* J * rcrsuu *ui a house no.v occupies es a 


illi.^. ijr.ef 


irsi; business of any kind established in ...arli. 


v.t.s a ccmlinea 


iU1 * =S # ‘ r61,S * rlU l »y* W A. Price before the , 

r Ee of Jfres E. A. „. v „ , * , 

itb •• c u6r ^eccre rerjthy b • the ir.ve.-.-icn of e swing 


“ W ’ StjreS V£S °r ened V - r '-ul Golden wio is still among us, and 
^J" that he had painted on' the store in hi, 

£ed some hilarity among the nations of the world. It read: 








T:.e first train to arrive vras in 190C when the track was completed to this* 
place. 


T;.e first jail delivery was when Ari-istrong and Curxerland got out of jail at 
cv-c : r••.£ e7cr:ir..- in the nineties. The jail had "been completed and it tcs ti e modern 
idee ;f l stren.; jail. It was confidently expected that it would held r.r.y bedy. l>e 
county l td suffered a series of bold retteries and suspicion had attached to Alex 
Ar. s -rc.., , ar. intelligent colorec :-?n, a native of this county, vlo hr d rer ovei to 
f ” ' ' c * cvr * # VTS tnsugfct that i.e raided this epunty rc-„. li.riy ana tilt he *. old 
cor. t to t.e noorost rUlro.1 stetioi, r»io . S uioic trip into «* county «. rotor. 

C&tj * ; -s so sure that the authorities vrited arc. v.atc..ea lor his 

-o- -n, a ad he shaded up ,ne winter dsy trrvsling incognito with s big, burly, 
tc ..e t ,rc, R. rums rrres+ed t l e- and they were indicts* 4 end convicted 

t- e robbery of C* r t. A. v. Edgar, held up at the point cf a revolver in his 
ev--n he use at nightfall. 
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, f c r < r • • «r f r **T c »• * t~ • J.1 • » Trc” ‘ : pM”*r T .« T- • •• • • • 

« •* ' - 1 . >rc'* r 11 nif^t r*v‘ • * rr r; i, .T sd v.tre shout ezVrvs 4- ' 

Te tv.o eldest buildings ctill standing rye t).o Toll House tr.-i the ' cLevghlin 
.cure. 

iro: - Jco:’.cn*.J: :.-.os - K23 
-y - Ar.drov.' Trios 

so.jvtcno:: 

Ir. ry -muscript on the History of ."irlinton xailed in about Arril 3. 1 
fcrter.ent. "This is the ol lead aw < . 

It should r6sc thusi 

in.; 
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✓ VfIXDE?J3SS BECOMES PARK • 

/ / Boys do Great Work in a Year's Time 

/ V/ 

Cne year a^o Proop Mountain Battlefield was a wilderness. 
There were a few monuments and graves, that for many years had 
been neglected. Two small signs along the road were all that 
told travelers that an important Civil War battle had been fought 
here. 

On July 29, 1935 a 000 Company, 2 59 e, located here and 
within a few weeks there was a great change. This change is 
still going on. Some of the work has been completed but a great 
deal more is yet to be dene. When travelers now go along Houte 
m 9 , ana get near the Battle Field, they first notice the beau¬ 
tiful log fence that outlines the park. As they drive on down 

^ l0£ P l rtalS 3re We «,ey are the most 

3 —P in the state. C-ood roads lead through 
-ese -portals ana mto-zfirst, the picnic area. This area has 

£ T ea ° f - - - natures beauty has been 

• t3ileS ’ Alters, ovens, and toilets have bee- 

constated throughout the park area All tv, 

— been built out of nate^a! o^ ' . H ° 0nVenieCOeS 


roar ago Briery- Snob was Just a beanti 
Ci-par.se of wilderness cutting off all 


case at; an expanse of wilderness cutti 

x odar a road w±11 t ^_ e the 

distance of the fire tower ^ 


rustic nature. 

w ust a oeautiful mountain to 


probability of 


tfcat na t’ore has 


to this section. Fron t; 


e tov,er to all of the 

so bountifully bestowed upon 


•aveler within a shorn 
the gloiy and beauty 


surrounding 


^ —°wea upon cur state, especially 
hG tCr *' er on Brie *T knob, one can see all 


country and even some distance into the state 



